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By JOSEPH HALL. 


COB YBLOH.O) 


FROM THE PRINTING-OFFICE OF MANNING &F LORING, SPRING~ 
LANE. : 


Vote of the Town. 


AT a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of 
Bofton, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, affem- 
bled at Faneuil-Hall, the 4th day of July, A.D. 1800: 


On motion, Voted, That the Seletmen be, and hereby are appointed a 
Committee to wait on JOSEPH HALL, Efq. in the name of the town, 
and thank him for the elegant and fpirited ORATION, this day delivered by 
him, at the requeft of the Town, upon the Anniverfary of the Independence 
of the United States of America, in which, according to the inftitution of the 
Town, he confidered the feelings, manners, and principles, which led to that 
great National Event—and to requeft of him a copy for the prefs. 


Atte. WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk. 
(EAR POTTS 


Boston, Fuly 4, 1800. 
GENTLEMEN, 
THE political fentiments by me expreffed this day, as they were dic~ 
tated by ferious conviction, are freely fubmitted to your difpofal. 
“ With great refpect, 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient Servant, 
JOSEPH HALL. 
The Selectmen of Bofton. 


ORAL TUN, 


DistinGutsHED for loyalty, induftry, 
and for manners which adorn and fupport the 
pureft ftate of civilized fociety, animated with 
the feelings of men accuftomed to the fweets of 
freedom, you were impelled, Americans, from 
principles of juftice to yourfelves and your 
pofterity to refift the encroachments of Britifh 
policy. 


ATTACHMENT to conftitutional rights, not a 
rage for innovation, ftable not revolutionary prin- 
ciples dictated your refiftance. In vain did you 
entreat, petition and remonftrate. You were com- 
pelled to arm. Friendlefs and unaided you en- 
tered the ficld againft the veteran troops of a 


mighty nation fupported by veteran auxiliaries. 
When 
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When thus engaged in the arduous conflict and 
thus unfriended, in prefence of the Great Arbiter 
of nations, you folemnly pronounced your claim to 
Independence. You firmly refolved at every haz- 
ard to fupport it. This great effort the hoftile 
meafures of Britain impofed upon you. ‘This glori- 
oufly fuccefsful effort has been called a revolution ; 
and the war on your part a revolutionary war, 
though by you undertaken and fupported upon 


anti-revolutionary principles. 


In this all important conteft, the Court of 
Verfailles were not prevailed upon to aflift you 
until a powerful ‘and well appointed army, com- 
manded by an experienced and favourite general, 
were vanquifhed and made captive by the native 
valor of free-born Americans. Encouraged by 
this event, France ardently embraced the long 
wifhed for opportunity of humbling a formidable 
rival. With you, fhe entered into a defenfive 
treaty. She furnifhed you fuccours by land and 
by fea. Her deranged treafury was exhaufted by 


her naval and military exertions. At your folici- 
tation, fhe fupplied you with money though al- 
moft deftitute of it herfelf. The favours and af- 
fiftance you received from her were feafonable 
and important. They ferved to bring the conteft 

ta 


hing 
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to a more fpeedy iffue, and probably leilened the 
expenfe of your own blood and treafure. The 
nature of our obligations to France for her affift- 
ance and thofe arifing from our defenfive treaty, 
may be afcertained by a very notable precedent. 


From motives fimilar to thofe which prompt- 
ed her aid in our war with Britain, fhe aflifted 
the Seven United Provinces to throw off the 
Spanith yoke. After a truce of twelve years be- 
tween Spain and the Provirices, Cardinal de Rich- 
lieu with true diplomatic {kill perfuaded the latter 
to enter into a treaty for the conqueft and parti- 


tion of the Spanifh Low Countries. Open and. 


unfufpecting republicans, their animofity againit 
Spain made them at firft blind to the infidious 
defigns of the French Court. They were at 
length roufed to a fenfe of their real danger. 
The dictates of felf prefervation compelled them 
to withhold from France the fupplies ftipulated by 
treaty. Intereft and duty obliged them in the 
face of this treaty to make a feparate peace with 
Spain. The commiflioners who concluded this 
peace and the Dutch patriots who advifed and fup- 
ported it, were charged by the French minifter 
with being bribed and corrupted by Spanifh gold. 
A celebrated author who has written exprefsly 

upon 
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upon the fubject cenfures the French government 
and juftifies the condué of the United Provinces. 
In their behalf he dictates a remonftr ance to France 
of the following tenor.* “ We fhook off the 
‘Spanith yoke in order that we might be free. In~ 
this object you affifted us, on account of its ten- 
dency to humble an ambitious enemy who had 
long difturbed the repofe of your provinces, and 
who had frequently invaded them. As your fa- 
vours to usin the affiftance thus afforded were of 
a political nature, have the juftice to require of us 
only a return in kind. Be fatisfied with a politi- 
cal gratitude. If it gives you offence becaufe we 
prefer the neighbourhood of the half conquered 
Spaniards to that of a nation rendered formidable 
by their contempt of danger and by their very 
fervices in our favour, you will then be to us 
what the Spaniards were heretofore. It will be- 
come our duty to hate you.” 


An apology may be expected for this dull 
detail of facts and dry expofition of principles. 
But facts and principles tending to elucidate na- 
tional rights and duties, ought to be received with 
the force of novelty, and to make a deeper impref- 
fion becaufe fandtioned by experience. The pecu- 

liar 


* Des principes des negociations par M. lAbbé de Mably,—-Page 135. 


g 
Fetes 

liar applicability of the fubject to our own times 

recommends it to our particular attention, 


In fupport of the neutral policy adopted by 
the immortal WasuincTon; and purfued by his 
able patriotic Succeflor; in refutation of pretended 
treaty obligations, and of idle claims of gratitude 
to France, we have here the written, deliberate 
opinion of a political writer of the firft eminence. 
This writet was a Frenchman. 


Ir, however, reafoning from the nature of 
things, we fhould not remove that {cepticifm in 
relation to the finifter views of France, which has 
been fo frequently manifefted fince the revolution 
in that country ; if fome fhould yet maintain the 
generofity of the motives to our alliance which ac- 
tuated the magnanimous French monarch, {till 
the proceedings in the Congrefs at Paris are fuf: 
ficient to open the eyes of blindnefs and prejudice 
itfelf. Purfuant to the policy of Turgot, as difplay- 
ed in the fecret memoirs* of the French cabinet, 
Vergennes not only recommended the relinquith- 
ment of our fitheries, the nurfery of our feamen ; 
he even advifed us to treat with Great-Britain 
without an exprefs recognition of our Indepen- 
dence. To the difgrace of our annals, our Com- 

B miffioners 


* Les politiques de tous les cabinets de ’'Europe, Tome II. fol. 395, Bec. 
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miflioners were then enjoined by public authority 
to confult the French minifter, and to be governed 
by his counfel. The firm and enlightened Apams 
and Jay revolted at the idea. And though affured - 
by Vergennes, that Britain would never cede ei- 
ther of the two points, and though (to ufe a mild 
phrafeology) meanly deferted by one of their col- 
leagues, our Commiffioners fucceeded to accom- 
plith the treaty of 1783. 


Upon the attainment of peace, thofe of our 
countrymen, who with valor and fuccefs had 
fought the battles of freedom, retired from the 
tented field to the bofom of their friends and fam- 
ilies, unremuncrated but by the proud confciouf- 
nefs of having deferved well of their country. 
Their modeft Chief, accompanied by the grateful 
admiration of his countrymen, withdrew to the 
mild retreats of Mount Vernon. Of Timoleon 
and Paulus Emilius it is recorded, that they were 
fo famous, equally for their virtues and fuccefs, 
as to leave it doubtful whether their great 
achievements were due to fortune, or to their 
own prudence and conduct. ‘The character, the 
{ervices, the virtues of WasuincTon, are indelibly 
impreffed upon the bleeding hearts of his furviv- 
ing fellow-citizens. In the attempt to portray 
: them, 
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them, the pencil of genius itfelf has defpaired of 
doing him juttice. 

Tue feeblenefs and inefficiency of the con- 
federated fyftem, by which our national affairs 
were conducted during the war, were unfolded 
in all their impotence at the return of peace. 
Making due allowances for the burthens and ex- 
penfes of an eight years war profecuted too in 
a manner derogatory to the national character 
of our enemy, did plenty, did the encouragement 
of ufeful induftry and commerce bear any pro- 
portion to the refources of our country? Inftead 
of general regulations to embrace thefe important 
objects, each State was governed by a narrow, 
felfifh policy ; and under pretence of fupporting 
her own trade and manufactures, carried on a 
commercial warfare with her fifter States. In 
purfuit of this policy, fome men of talents and 
diftinction were fo confpicuoufly active, as to ac- 
quire a degree of popularity, and an influence 
over their fellow-citizens, which a fubfequent un- 
relenting oppofition to our prefent national fyf- 
tem has not yet wholly difpoffeffed them of. 


Hap Congrefs been vefted with ‘adequate 
powers during the war, many ferious inconve- 
niencies, experienced at its termination, would 
have been prevented. Our meritorious army 

would 
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would have received feafonable compenfation. 
A more juft apportionment of the burthens and 
expenfes of the paft eight years would have taken 
place between the States and amongft individuals. 


Tue humiliation we were expofed to, for 
years after peace, muft have gratified thofe proud 
monarchs, who falfely viewed oyr contelt as the 
iconfli& pf Republicanifm with Monarchy—Faltfe- 
ly viewed, becanfe our pbject was to preferve and 
to perpetuate rights and immunities to which 
we had a conftitutional claim, confirmed by pre- 
{cription. We never entertained the mad project 
of revolutionizing the world. Fortunately for 
ourfelves and for our pofterity, we were unlet- 
tered in the mazy lore of modern philofophy. 
The belief of a Supreme Being, the practice of 
religious and moral duties, we never viewed as 
uncongenial with the nature of our civil and po- 
litical inftitutions. Nor were we fuch fanatics in 
philofophy ta court hoftility with a nation for 
a difference of creed in religion or politics. Oth- 
er nations might be governed by one or more 
defpots, by a Conful or Directory. To us they 
were unimportant. If they interfered not with 
our rights, it was our duty and our policy not 
to intermeddle with their affairs. 

a ae Fron 
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From a very natural digreflion, which none 
but wild enthufiafts will frown at,I proceed to con- 
fider the eflimation in which we were holden by 
European nations, when fo much funken in our 
own, Our foreign trade depended wpan cur- 
tefy and the momentary caprice of a minifter. 
Louis XVI. conduéted in this refpect with honor- 
able though not difinterefted liberality. His pol- 
icy towards us was more beneficial than all the 
friendfhip and proteftations of his unprincipled, 
fhort-lived fucceffors. Hitherto their friendly 
proffers have been uniformly accompanied with 


every {pecies of hoftility. 


Tue continued though ineffectual efforts of 
our firft Envoy to the Court of St. James to effect 
a commercial treaty with Great-Britain, prove 
how lightly fhe efteemed us. In plain language 
we were told, “ you have not a national govern- 
ment capable of enforcing on your part the ob- 
fervance of a treaty.” Our feparation from her 
doubtlefs mortified her pride. Our difunion and 
jealoufies gratified it. Nor ought we to be fur- 
prized if, at this period, fhe anticipated a re-union, 
Here, my fellow-citizens, let us paufe to reflect 
upon the perils of our political fituation at this 
anxious crifis. We were diftracted by jealoufies 
and difunion. Public credit was deitroyed. Ev- 


ery 


14 
HREAEY 


ery effort to revive it was fruitlefs. Oppofition 
to its revival, if made by talents, was a fure road 
to popvlar favour. The public creditor was beg- 
gared by public default. Foreign creditors were 
prefling, without effect, for the payment of loans 
made when our all was at ftake. This is but a 
faint fketch of the humiliating picture. We were 
apparently doomed to all the horrors of anarchy, 
to become a prey to each other, to become the vile 
dupes of foreign influence and intrigue. 


Tuis fad defliny, the Tutelary Genius of Amer- 
ica has hitherto averted. By her genial influence, 
a form of government was by the voice of the peo- 
ple adopted and eftablifhed, upon “ a confolidation 


3 


of the union of the States.” Upon its adoption 
depended “‘ the profperity, felicity, fafety, perhaps 
national exiftence, of the American people.” The 
Conititution, thus adopted, evidenced their virtue 
and good fenfe, as it refulted “froma {pirit of am- 
ity, and of that mutual deference and conceflion, 
which the peculiarity of our political fituation ren- 
dered indifpenfible.”” ‘This Conftitution thus ap- 
proved of and adopted by the people of all theStates, 
explicitly velted in the General Government ail the 
attributes of National Sovereignty. It as exprefily di- 
véfted the State Governments of each and every of 
thofe attributes, and particularly prohibited their 


exercife 
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sxercife of any af of National Furifdiclion. Thus 
was a radical cure provided for the many evils and 
diforders then experienced ; and thus a preventive 
was furnifhed againft the more ferious ills with 


which we had been menaced. 


A poutcy fo liberal, fo enlightened, fo calcula- 
ted to diminith the influence of men whofe popu- 
larity and title to public confidence had for their 
bafis fpecious profeflions rather than found politi- 
cal principles, popular appeals rather than public fer- 
vices, was fure to meet with their difapprobation. 
The fentiments of the people evidenced in favour 
of the Conftitution at the time it was adopted, 
{tiled for a moment the fpirit of oppofition, and 
compelled fome of its opponents to give their voices 
in its favour. But I appeal to your fober recollec- 
tion, and to your prefent ferious conviction, wheth- 
er that fpirit has not burft forth with virulence 
againft every important conftitutional act of our 
national government. 


Wiru an affectation of regard for the officers 
and foldiers of our highly deferving “ patriot 
army,’’ thefe champions of State fovereignty in- 
veighed with bitternefs againft the funding fyftem, 
and urged the impracticable fcheme of difcrimina- 
tion. 


WHEN 
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Wuen neutrality was enjoined by proclam4. 
tion, they cenfured the meafure as inconfiftent with 
our treaty obligations, and as the higheft pitch of 
ingratitude to France, then in their view the great 
model of Republicanifm. 


Wuen in perfect conififtency with our intereft, 
with our dignity, and with good policy, an Envoy 
was difpatched to Great-Britain to demand repar- 
ation for her aggreflions, they reprefented it as 
unmanly and difhonorable. Of every thing calcu- 
lated to provoke hoftility they were the ready ad- 
vocates. In the true fpirit of gafconade, they at- 
tempted to bully Great-Britain with commercial 
refolutions. ‘hey conftantly oppofed every meaf- 
ure of defence, or of military preparation, tending 
to enforce the claims of our Envoy, or to exprefs 


our own fenfibility. 


Wuen that inftrument “ pregnant with fo 
much evil,” the Britifh treaty, was ratified by the 
Senate, and fo honorably difclofed to the public by 
an honorable Senator, they made every exertion 
to miflead the minds of the people upon the fub- 
ject. A little modefty and reflection upon this 
occafion would have dictated on their part a dif- 
ferent line of conduct. In proportion as the trea- 
ty was unfavourable to the American interefts, 

they 
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they fhould have confidered themfelves refpontible 
for its defects. In proportion as a clamorous op- 
pofition prevails in our free government, we fhall 
neceflarily lofe our influence when treating with 
any foreign nations With deep regret I utter it, 
the affiliated focieties of Genet were almoft an 
overmatch for our conftituted authorities, when | 
Mr. Jay’s nomination took places Such miftaken 
principles then actuated many of our citizens, 
that had our territory, like that of the then free 
and happy cantons of Switzerland, been contig: 
uous to France, we fhould have fhared their fince 


wretched, remedilefs fate. 


_ Tue French government were foon advifed 
of the ftrength of the treaty oppofition. Happily 
for our country, they miftook the ebullitions of 
the moment for an invincible attachment to their 
diforganizing principles. In order to counte- 
nance the phalanx on whofe fupport they de- 
pended, and to fulfil the predictions of fome of 
our unworthy citizens, they commenced a pre- 
datory war upon our commerce. They infultingly 
told us, the motives of their conduct were to 
teach us refpect for our neutral rights. ‘They cen- 
fured our adminiftration in every particular that 
had been urged by their fuppofed partizans. 

C THESE 
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Tuese infults and outrages began to produce 
their natural effect upon an intelligent, high- 
{pirited people. Our overweening attachment 
began to be fuperfeded by manly refentment. 
‘This falutary effect was checked, and the caufe of 
Jacobinifm was promoted in our country by a na- 
tion, whofe blood and treafure had been profufely 
expended to prevent its deleterious influence in 
Europe. The unwarrantable capture and con- 
demnation of our veffels in the Britith Weft- 
Indies juftly exafperated Americans. This frefh 
agereflion was difavowed by the Britifh cabinet, 
and imputed to the miftakes and errors of fub- 
ordinate officers) Changing the fource of the 
agereflion neither diminifhed the refponfibility of 
the Britifh government, reftored our property, 
nor foftened our juft refentment at the moment. 
But French depredations continwing, our minifter 
to France not only unaccredited, but treated with 
a petulance unbecoming the dignity of any gov- 
ernment, three Envoys were appointed with full 
powers to adjuft all matters of difference. ‘The 
contumelious manner in which they were treated, 
the infidious attempts to perfuade them to facri- 
fice the dignity and interefts of the United States, 
the public anxiety occafioned by the long delay 
and extra-official intercourfe of one of thofe Envoys, 
are 
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are recent in your recollection. The indignation 
then kindled in every true American bofom 
ought not to ceafe to operate, until a real /pirit of 
amity on the part of France fhall in fome meaf- 
ure atone for her paft outrages. 


Arrer her repeated rejection of the Olive 
Branch, after experiencing from her new and 
aggravated hoftilities, our government refolved 
upon the protection of our commerce. Our trad- 
ing veflels were fuffered to arm. Public fhips of 
force were equipped and commiflioned to convoy 
our trade, and to capture the French veffels that 
annoyed it. The beneficial confequences that 
have refulted from thefe indifpenfible, though 
expenfive meafures, have been felt and recognized 
throughout the whole American nation. Millions 
have been faved by them from French rapacity ; 
and the labours of the mechanic, the tradefman, 
the hufbandman and the merchant, been effen- 
tially promoted. Yet thefe important meafures, 
fo promotive of our folid interefts, were oppofed 
violently by fome of our citizens. If they were 
actuated by miftaken, not perverfe principles, we 
ought to forgive them. But, until the defolating 
war, which convulfes Europe to its centre, be 
terminated, we ought not to forget them ; much 
lefs ought we to teftify our gratitude for their 

. patriotic 
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patristic fervices by electing them our Governors 
or Legiflators. 


Wuen we confider the difficulty of forming 
a Conftitution of government for five millions of 
freemen, fcattered over an immenfe territory, of 
different habits, accuftomed to different laws and 
ufages, of ftrong lacal prejudices, naturally jealous 
of the governors even of their own choice, we 
could not rationally expect our national govern- 
ment to be adminiftered without oppolition. 


Wuen we reflect that it fcarceiy began to 
operate before the fafcinating jargon of modern 
French principles were propagated throughout 
our country, we are ftruck with admiration of 


the virtues and intelligence of our countrymen. 


Wuen we review the wanton provocations 
to hoftility which we have received, as well from 
Great-Britain as from France, though not in 
equal degree, we feel a pride, as Americans, in the 
prudence, moderation, wifdom and found policy 
of our National} Adminiftration. 


WHEN we contemplate the confequences 
which have refulted from our Independence, and 


from the operation of our national government, 
which alone can fupport it, gratitude to Heaven 
compels us to afcribe to the God of our fore. 

fathers 
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fathers the innumerable bleffings we enjoy as a 
people. 


Ir we contraft the gloomy period between 
1783 and 1788 with the brightening profpect 
which our exifting national fyftem has continued 
to develop, we fhall find abundant reafon to re- 
vere its wifdom and efficacy, to perfift in its fup- 
port, and to purfue the fteady policy by which it 
has been directed. Notwithftanding the depreda- 
tions we have fuffered externally ; although a 
mortal peftilence has repeatedly ravaged ‘our 
cities ; and although two unprovoked rebellions 
have enormoufly augmented our expenditures ; 
yet our public credit ftands upon an unfhaken 
bafis, our commerce has extended, our manufac- 
tures have advanced, our agriculture is improved, 
our wealth and population have increafed in an 
unparalleled manner. Such have hitherto been 
the happy refults of our wife national policy. But 
in the apprehenfion of fome good men, clouds 
and darknefs await us, 


We hear gloomy predictions of the probable 
confequences of our miflion to France, as refpects 
our interior and foreign concerns. Should a free 
intercourfe now take place between her and us, 
it is feared that her former partizans in our 
country will fupplant in the public confidence its 

long-tried, 
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long-tried, ftedfaft friends, and materially change 
its policy. It is to be hoped that the underftand. 
ing and virtue of Americans will prevent fo great 
a public calamity. We are induced to cherifh 
this hope, when we reflect that even in thofe parts 
of our Commonwealth moft difaffected to our na- 
tional policy, oppofition candidates are ftudious to 
difavow any partiality to France, and loudly to 
vaunt of their federalifm, the better to fupport 
their pretenfions to public confidence. With re- 
{pect to our foreign concerns, it is apprehended that 
an adjuftment with France during the European 
conteft will excite the enmity of Britain, Let us 
not, by oppofing our adminiftration, or by pre- 
diGing the hoftility of Britain, invite it. If we 
remain true to ourfelves, and continue to place a 
manly confidence in our national government and 
adminiftration, we fhall have no reafon to dread 
the frowns or hoftility of any nation, however po- 
tent ; more efpecially of a nation that is generally 
governed by wife maxims of policy, and that has 
{o lately denounced to the world the unprincipled 
interference of France in the affairs of other na- 
tions. Bethe confequences of the miffion favora- 
ble or otherwife, it has been adopted by conftitu- 
tional authority, and as good citizens we are pledg- 


ed to abide the iffue. 
THE 


23 
FECEES 


THe future deftiny of the American empire 
depends upon the conftancy, intelligence and vir- 
tue of the American people. To render it trily 
great and glorious, they muft continue cordially 
and conftitutionally to fupport our national gov- 
ernment, rencuncing the abfurd, deftructive, un- 
conftitutional doctrine of State fovereignty. 


The pernicious influence of foreign incendiaries 
mutt be controlled by Alien Acts. The tongue of 
foul flander againft our public funtionaries muft 
be curbed by wholefome Sedition Acs. To the 
honor of my native countrymen be it fpoken, 
few indeed of them have been convicted of fedi- 
tion. ‘The operation of the att againft this dan- 
gerous crime has been chiefly confined to the pun- 
ifhment of foreign renegadoes. This circumftance 
alone proves its expediency. The conftitutionality 
of both aés remains unimpeached, maugre the 
elaborate report to the Virginia Legiflature, drawn 
by the mifdireéted pen of the fpecious Madifon. 
Had fuch falutary laws been adopted by the free 
republics of Greece, neither the emiflaries nor 
the gold of Philip would have fapped their free- 
dom. 


Tue fituation of our territory, from north 
to fouth embraced by the ocean, the abundance 
and the variety of its produétions, the indultry 

and 
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and hardy enterprize of its inhabitants, direét our 
deftiny as a commercial people. Dear-bought ex- 
perience inftructs us, that we can look to our- 
felves alone for the protection of our commerce. 
We have witneffed the operation upon neutrals 
of the jus gentium; as recognized by great maritime 
nations, who are never neutrals themfelves when 
any maritime power is a belligerent. We have 
witnefled how little favorable to the rights of new- 
trality are the opinions of their learned judges 
and civilians. Hence we fee the abfolute neceflity 
of a ref{pectable naval eftablithment,f not for the 
purpofes of foreign conqueft or of annoyance to 
the trade of other nations, but folely for the pro- 
tection of our own. 


« Let 'us obferve woud faith and juftice to: 
wards all nations ; let us cultivate peace and har- 
mony with all,” as far as we can confiftently do it ; 
let us purfue a fteady fyftem of policy, without 
which no nation can become refpectable ; let us 
refpect ourfelves and our own inftitutions, and 
we fhall not» fail to command the refpect of fora 
eign nations. : 

} As our exports principally confift of the produce of the farmer's in- 


duftry, his peculiar. intereft in eet of a navy mui be obvious to 
the flighteft obferver, / 


